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Shifting winds whipped the
Rocky Fire in Lake County
into an unruly blaze, more
than doubling its size over 24

hours as it scorched some
54,000 acres near Clear Lake,
fire officials said Sunday.

But while the fast-burning
wildfire grew dramatically in
size, the communities on the

fire’s western edge — where 24
homes were destroyed and
12,000 people have been evacu-
ated — were spared further
destruction as the flames
changed direction and headed

east into a more sparsely pop-
ulated landscape of dry grass,
brush and timber, said officials
with the California Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire
Protection.

“The fire made a significant
run,” spokesman Daniel Ber-
lant said Sunday. “It burned all
night long at an explosive rate.
Within a five-hour period, this
fire consumed 20,000 acres.
That’s a historic, unprecedent-
ed amount of acreage burned

Lake County fire doubles
12,000 evacuate, 24 homes burn before blaze changes direction
By Evan Sernoffsky

Wildfires continues on A7

SANTACRUZ—Laura Jordan
recalls the scene vividly.

It was only hours after 15-year-
old Adrian Jerry Gonzalez made his
first court appearance in the slaying
of 8-year-oldMadyson “Maddy”
JordanMiddleton, Jordan’s daugh-
ter.

Jordan heard crying near the
memorial for her daughter at the
Tannery Arts Center courtyard.
There, in front of dozens of bou-
quets, loving cards, stuffed animals
and candles, she sawReggie Factor,
Gonzalez’s mother, on her knees,

inconsolable. Factor wailed, cried to
God and screamed that her sonwas
a bad boy, a terrible boy, Jordan said.
Why hadn’t anyone told her? How
could she not have known?

Jordan knelt next to her, placed a
hand on her back, and held her
close. “I love you, I don’t blame
you,” she said she repeatedly told
Factor. “It’s not your fault.”

Two friends, twomothers, forev-
er tied by one heinous act that cut
straight to the heart of the tight-knit
arts community in Santa Cruz.

Gonzalez is facing charges in-
cludingmurder, kidnapping and
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Laura Jordan covers her mouth at the sight of a project that Santa Cruz artists are creating to memorialize her slain daughter.

Mothers united by pain
Santa Cruz girl’s killing cuts to heart of tight-knit arts community

Jordan receives a hug from Elijah Pfotenhauer at a
memorial at Santa Cruz’s Tannery Arts Center.

By Connor Radnovich

Santa Cruz continues on A6

Republicans across the
country winced three years ago
when the term “war onwom-
en” entered the lexicon— the
result of gaffes that included
use of the phrase “legitimate
rape” byMissouri GOP Senate
candidate ToddAkin and Rush
Limbaugh’s attack on feminist
Sandra Fluke as a “slut” after
she lobbied legislators for
health insurance coverage for
contraceptives.

The war, it seems, hasn’t
ended.

Political observers say Re-
publicansmay again be toying
with a strategy that threatens
to resurrect the theme, this
timewith a GOP-backed drive
to defund Planned Parenthood,
an organization that provides
health care to 2.7 million Amer-
icans annually and that studies
show has served 1 in 5 Amer-
icanwomen.

Jessica Levinson, a professor
of politics and ethics at Loyola
Law School of Los Angeles,
says she’s not surprised that
the GOP rhetoric over Planned
Parenthood has ramped up as
more than a dozen presidential
candidates aiming to raise their
poll numbers.

Defunding Planned Par-
enthood “may be a winner” for
Republican candidates intent
on energizing voters and do-
nors and for “trying to get
some of the oxygen away from
Donald Trump,” who has big-
footed their presidential race,
she says.

GOP senators, including
presidential candidates Rand
Paul of Kentucky and Ted Cruz
of Texas, are demanding a vote

GOP’s
‘war on
women’
problem
By Carla Marinucci

Republicans continues on A7

Drivers in California now
can shove their credit card into
a gas pump and come away
with more than fuel — they
can buy lottery tickets. And
that’s sparking complaints
from groups concerned about

the continuing growth of state-
sponsored gambling.

Play at the Pump, a new
California Lottery program
being rolled out slowly across
the state, allows drivers to buy
up to $20 worth of Quick Pick
tickets at the same time they
purchase gas and put the cost

for both on the same credit
card.

It’s a first for California,
which since the state lottery
began in 1985 has had a strict
cash-only policy for ticket
purchases — both to prevent
overspending by the poor and

Max Whittaker / Special to The Chronicle

The
California
Lottery’s new
Play at the
Pump
program lets
drivers buy
up to $20
worth of
Quick Pick
tickets while
paying for
gas at the
pump with a
credit card.

Sale of lottery tickets at gas pumps
fuels concern over gambling access
By John Wildermuth

Lottery continues on A6
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overindulging by gamblers.
An expanded state lottery

“continues to exploit the poor,
urban (residents) and ethnic
minorities,” said the Rev.
James Butler of the California
Coalition Against Gambling
Expansion in Sacramento. “If
this was a tax, it would be the
most regressive tax increase
any state could do.”

It’s a complaint state lottery
officials have heard before,
especially in the face of years
of national studies showing
that the poor are more likely
to spend a bigger chunk of
their income on the lottery
than other groups.

“The concerns are valid,”
said Alex Traverso, a spokes-
man for the California Lottery.
“But we’ve put controls in
place (for the gas pump game)
to make people skew to re-
sponsibility and security.”

Lottery officials are being
cautious with their expansion
to credit card gaming. The gas
pump game, for example, is
available at only 87 stations in
the state, Traverso said, most
of them in the Sacramento
and Los Angeles areas. Lot-
tery tickets are sold at more
than 21,000 locations in Cali-
fornia.

Expanding slowly
While the project, which

began nearly a year ago, is
past the test stage, “We’re
looking to expand slowly,” he
said. “Once we get to 100 sta-
tions, we’ll take a look and
decide what to do next.”

Only stations with updated
gas pumps that include a dis-
play screen can host the lot-
tery function, and players
must use a credit card or debit
card and not a gas company
card, Traverso said.

Under California Lottery
rules, players can only spend
up to $20 a day or $50 a week

buying tickets at the gas
pump. A player also is re-
quired to insert his driver’s
license or state ID card into
the pump to verify his age.

There have been few com-
plaints from either the early
group of players or the gas
station owners who have
joined the program.

Lone Bay Area outlet
Sunny Oaks Valero, on

South Winchester Boulevard
at the San Tomas Expressway
in Campbell, is the only Bay
Area gas station now partici-
pating in Play at the Pump.
The busy corner station has
freestanding signs promoting
the program, along with “How
to Play” stickers on the pumps
and placards about the games
hooked to the hoses.

“It’s being used and we’re
getting a lot of nice feedback,”
said Andre Wilson, the sta-
tion’s owner. “We’ve had it in
for a couple of weeks and our
customers like it.”

Wilson wanted to be the
first in the Bay Area with the
program because he thought it
would bring in more business.
That seems to be happening.

“We get people coming by
to play who aren’t our regular
customers,” he said. “I’ve got
no complaints.”

Growing that customer base
is key to the state lottery,
which after dipping below $3
billion in sales in 2009,
brought in a record $5.5 bil-
lion in the year that ended
June 30 and sent about $1.3
billion to California schools.

New games, including a $30
scratcher ticket slated to debut
this month, new programs
like the gas pump games and
new efforts to bring in more
players are all important, Tra-
verso said.

“We’re in this to sell lottery
tickets to benefit our state
schools,” he said.

But that puts California in
the sometimes uncomfortable
position of spending millions
of dollars for advertising to
persuade people to gamble.

“About two-thirds of Cali-
fornians never or hardly ever
play lottery games,” said Les
Bernal, national director of
Stop Predatory Gambling, a
group opposed to state lotter-
ies. “And about 80 percent of
lottery revenue comes from
about 10 percent of the play-
ers.”

There’s a reason the Califor-
nia Lottery promotes what it
calls “responsible gaming”
with a blizzard of ads, warn-
ings and announcements. The
California Council on Problem

Gambling found that of the
4,000 people who called its
hotline ( (800) 426-2537) in
2014, the lottery ranked third
behind Indian casinos and
card rooms as their primary
gambling preference. But
more than half those people
listed the lottery as their sec-
ond choice.

“The future of state lotteries
depends on getting a whole
new generation hooked,” Ber-
nal said. “You do that by get-
ting lottery games on the In-
ternet and letting people use
credit cards.”

That’s not so far-fetched an
assumption. Millennials, the
generation born between 1980
and the mid-2000s, as a group
are notorious for using credit
or debit cards to buy every-
thing from a lunchtime taco to
a pack of gum.

Seeking younger players
A 2014 survey by the In-

dependent Community Bank-
ers of America found that 24
percent of Millennials carry
less than $5 on a daily basis,
bad news for a cash-only busi-
ness like the state lottery.

“Lotteries and casinos are
having trouble getting new
players among younger peo-
ple,” said I. Nelson Rose, a
professor at Whittier Law
School in Costa Mesa (Orange
County) and an expert on
gambling and the law.

California’s Play at the
Pump program “sounds much
worse and more dangerous
than it is,” Rose added. “Peo-
ple now can go to an ATM in
a convenience store and get
cash to buy Lotto tickets. The
state puts limits on credit card
use and doesn’t allow it for
instant games, which is a good
idea.”

But with a generation of
young and not-so-young peo-
ple used to fast-paced online
video games and convenient
access to anything they want

from their smartphones, it’s a
question of how long — or
even whether — the California
Lottery can hold the limits on
credit card gambling.

“It’s the power of incre-
mental change,” Rose said. “If
you allow some games to use
credit cards now, when it
comes up next, how can you
say no?”

Showing how it works
At the California State Fair

in Sacramento last month,
representatives for Linq3,
which is partnering with the
state for the technical side of
Play at the Pump, were out in
front of the California Lottery
booth with a dummy gas
pump, showing passersby
how to play.

“You can play the Lotto at
the gas pump now and maybe
later at ATMs and any other
device with a screen,” one
young woman in a company
pullover said.

That’s not going to happen
in California, at least not
quickly, Traverso said. While
one of the reasons behind Play
at the Pump was to provide “a
nice little entry point” to get a
new group of people playing
the lottery, “we’re not going to
take the lead” when it comes
to advancing gambling in
California, he added.

A pair of bills designed to
legalize online poker in Cali-
fornia look to be dead for the
year in the Legislature, and
lottery officials are perfectly
happy to let that part of the
gaming industry take the heat
for making it easier to gamble
in the state.

“We’re not busting down
the door to legalize online
gambling,” Traverso said.

John Wildermuth is a San
Francisco Chronicle staff writer.
E-mail: jwildermuth@
sfchronicle.com Twitter:
@jfwildermuth

State goingwrongwaywith lottery tickets, critics say
Lottery from page A1 Play at the Pump

When a motorist inserts a credit or debit card at a gas pump, he can
chose between “Gas only” and “Play Lotto” options. If Lotto is select-
ed, the motorist may buy $5, $10 or $20 worth of Quick Pick tickets
for any of the three main Lotto draw games: Powerball, Mega Mil-
lions and SuperLotto Plus.

The cost, along with a $1 service charge, is placed on the credit or
debit card, and the gas pump prints out a receipt, including the Quick
Pick numbers. Any winnings below $600 are paid directly into the
card account, while larger jackpots can only be collected in person by
providing Lottery officials with the credit card that was used at the
gas pump.

Players also have the option of providing a telephone number that
will allow Lottery officials to text the results of the drawing.

There’s a limit of $20 per transaction at the gas pump and $50 total
per week.

sexual assault. He has not
entered a plea, and his next
hearing is set for Sept. 21.

In her first interview since
Madysonwas discovered dead
lastMonday in a recycling bin
at the apartment complex,
Jordan told stories Saturday
night about her daughter and
praised the community for the
support she has received.

But for all the love and sup-
port coming Jordan’s way, she
is sending asmuch as she can
to Factor.

“I just love her, andwe both
lost our children that day.
That’s the tragic truth,” Jordan
said. “I don’t fault her.”

Jordan has spent only pass-
ingminutes alone since she
reported her daughter missing
on July 26, a friend always
nearby. Aweek later — now
with “handlers,” as they call
themselves— she’s exhausted,
hoarse and perpetually on the
edge of tears, alleviated only
occasionally when remember-
ing a story aboutMadyson or
seeing a touchingmemorial.

“I used to say she was like
3½ kids in one,” Jordan said
with a now-rare smile and a
flower tucked over her ear.
“She had somuch energy. End-
less energy.”

‘Everybody has a story’
Madyson loved all kinds of

activity: dancing, running,
playing with the neighbor kids,
swimming and riding around
on her scooter. She was small
— only 4 feet tall andweighing
48 pounds— but feisty. She got
alongwell with hermother’s
friends andwas extremely
social. But with her fiery exte-
rior came a great sensitivity,
her mother said.

“Everybody just loved her so
much. Everybody has a story,”
Jordan said.

She also loved animals. And
if Madysonwanted something,
she would often get it.

So when she wanted a dog,
she was able to talk hermom
into getting one. Only the one

they wanted at the shelter was
already takenwhen they ar-
rived. So, Jordan recalled, Ma-
dyson declared in the shelter:
“I’m not leaving here without a
dog.”

Jordan said that wasn’t how
it worked; you have to be care-
ful about picking a dog and
make sure it’s the right fit.
Madyson spun and pointed to a
10-pound black-and-white rat
terrier-Chihuahuamix.

“What about that one?”

Dog comforts best friend
Sure enough, they went

homewith a dog that day. Lucy
becameMadyson’s protector at
night andwould growl if any-
one with bad energy came near
her, Jordan said.

“I’m glad she was slightly
spoiled because she wasn’t
here for very long,” Jordan
said.

For now, Lucy is sleeping
withMadyson’s best friend,
June, to comfort them both.

Madyson especially loved
wolves. She wanted a wolf
bedspread, wolf sheets, wolf
wallpaper andwolves painted
on the walls of her room.

Jordan had the idea— just in
a flash as if Madyson had told
her— to howl at themoon
Friday, which had a bluemoon,
July’s second full moon.

No one at the Tannery knew
what the responsemight be,
but at 8:30 p.m. on the dot, they
could hear howling from across
the city, reverberating off the
hills and the Tannery walls.
Men in business suits at a con-
vention in town howled. Tan-
nery residents whoweren’t
going to participate joined in
when they heard the town
responding. People using the
hashtag #HowlForMaddy post-
ed thoughts and pictures from
around the world that night.

In a word, it was cathartic.
“Everybody needs to release

this pain,” Jordan said.
Friday was also the final day

of what amounted to a three-
daywake for Tannery resi-
dents at the Art Bar and Cafe,
which sits adjacent to the

apartments and is owned by a
resident. Restaurants around
Santa Cruz dropped off free
food three nights in a row, and
the cafe closed early to the
public so the residents could be
among themselves. Artists
have conveyed grief through
various forms, including po-
ems, drawings and a huge
“family tree” that its creators
hope the community will use to
express feelings.

Benefit concert
On Saturday, the cafe hosted

a benefit concert to help recoup
some of their expenses after
giving out free food and drink
somany nights in a row. The
venuewas standing room only.

The outpouring of communi-
ty and international support

hasn’t comewithout its share
of confusion.Miscommunica-
tion between the people sup-
portingMadyson’s mother and
father led to the creation of two
separate crowdfunding pages
on GoFundMe, though the
bank account attached to the
pages is the same. Spread by
media reports and online ru-
mor, some people began as-
suming that one or even both of
the pages were fraudulent.

“If anyone had done even a
little bit of research … easily
they could have found out,”
said Toni Riley, who helped set
up one account with Jordan.

People online began target-
ing her and calling her a fake,
somuch so that GoFundMe
called to verify the legitimacy
of the page.

Riley later felt forced to post
two pictures to Facebook of her
with Jordan to prove they were
friends and that her Go-
FundMe page was genuine.

Apart from this debacle
being just onemore thing Tan-
nery residents have to deal
with, manyworry that dona-
tions have slowed because of
concerns of fraud.

“I know (people) want to
donate, and this is stopping
them,” Riley said.

Seeking greater insight
If there is enoughmoney,

Jordan said she would like to
donate to help increase un-
derstanding and remove the
stigmas surroundingmental
health and childhood sexual
abuse.

She has already looked into
local and national charities,
and if enoughmoney comes in,
shemight even start her own.

Jordan said she is even con-
sidering creating a pool of
money in Gonzalez’s name to
help youths whomight have
mental health problems seek
treatment.

“My daughter was sacrificed,
but she didn’t die in vain,” she
said. “Somuch good is coming
from her death.”

Connor Radnovich is a San
Francisco Chronicle staff writer.
E-mail: cradnovich@
sfchronicle.com Twitter:
@CDRadnovich

Moms share pain
over girl’s killing
Santa Cruz from page A1
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Laura Jordan helps paint a portrait of her daughter, Madyson “Maddy” Jordan Middleton,
which will become part of a memorial to the slain girl at the Tannery Arts Center in Santa Cruz.

Jordan holds a memorial flower decorated by schoolchildren
as part of the community’s outpouring of support for her.
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