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to raise her colleagues to believe more
in themselves and in their ability to
overcome the challenges they faced.

Winters, a Republican, had repre-
sented Salem in the state Senate since
2003. She died May 29 at the age of 82
after living with lung cancer for nearly
two years.

Senate President Peter Courtney, D-
Salem, remembered Winters’ last day
in the Senate chamber.

It was April 16, when the Senate
passed Senate Bill 1008 — a bill to sub-
stantively change the juvenile aspects

Hundreds came together in the Ore-
gon Senate chamber Thursday to honor
Sen. Jackie Winters — a trailblazing
stateswoman, dedicated advocate for
the vulnerable and friend to many in
the state Capitol and Salem communi-
ty.

With great patience and grace, or
with a stern look, a wag of her fi�nger or a
setting of her lip, she was said to be able

of Oregon’s mandatory minimum sen-
tencing laws. Her offi�ce describe the
legislation as her “crowning legislative
achievement.”

The bill needed 20 votes. 
On that day, Courtney and Senate

Republican Leader Herman Baertschig-
er Jr., R-Grants Pass, weren’t sure she
was going to make it in.

But, despite her frailness, she ar-
rived and spoke on the bill’s behalf, a fi�-
nal speech espousing the importance of

A member of the Oregon State Police Honor Guard stands by a photo of the late Sen. Jackie Winters during a celebration
of her life at the Oregon State Capitol in Salem on Thursday. MICHAELA ROMÁN/STATESMAN JOURNAL

Sen. Jackie Winters’ life
of service remembered
Connor Radnovich
Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

See WINTERS, Page 6A

Pompeo points finger at Iran in attack 
on oil tanker, 2nd strike in international
waters in past month. 8A

State

Oregon could join California,
Washington in universal paid family
and medical leave. 3A

Weather

High 77° ❚ Low 48°
Mostly sunny.
Forecast, 10A

• Turn-By-Turn Directions

• Complete Listings & Photos

• Download at www.tourofhomes.net

BROUGHT 

TO YOU BY: SUPPORTING SPONSORS

SPONSORED BY

WEEKENDS NOON-6pm • WEEKDAYS 6pm-9pm
FREE ADMISSION 

WWW.TOUROFHOMES.NET

JUNE 15th-23rd • 2019

Salem 503-581-2411 Keizer 503-463-4853skylineforddirect.com

MSRP $42,220 Sale price $37,749 after Skyline Discount $4,461. Final Price $29,999 after $3,500 retail customer cash, $1000 retail bonus cash, 
$500 select inventory customer cash, $1,000 trade assist, $1,000 special retail customer cash, and $750 Ford Motor Credit.  Plus license, title and 
documentation fee. On approved credit. 0% x 72=37749 to fi nance after discount + fees OAC Tier 0-1 must fi nance with Ford Motor Credit. Must trade 
95 or newer. Expires 6/30/2019. 
Art is for illustration only.

Stk# 183478, VIN F15440

Lease based on 36 payments. Net Cap cost $30,383.49 after $1,400 Factory rebate and $1,556 Skyline Ford Discount. $645 Acquisition fee. $3,620 cash down or trade plus 
factory rebate. Priveledge tax $172.00. Total due at inception $3,500 plus factory rebate. Total Lease charge $10,764 plus factory rebate. Residual value $23,657.70. 10,500 miles 
per year. MSRP $35,310. Purchase option fee $500. One at this price, Stk#194170, VIN# KLA35565. Price does not include license, title and document fees of $416. Exp: 6/30/19

‘18 FORD F-150
SUPERCAB XLT ECOBOOST

‘19 FORD RANGER 
CREW CAB 4X4 XLT

PRICES STARTING AT

4X4 
ECOBOOST

UNDER
30K!!

$29,999

Drive it like a Ford

OVER 20 

RANGERS 

IN STOCK!

30K!!!

Serving Salem Since 1962

$299 $3,500
PER MONTH DUE AT INCEPTION

OR-SAL0009403-08

A discrimination complaint has
been fi�led against Marion County
Commissioner Colm Willis alleging he

violated non-discrimi-
nation policies by at-
tempting to end funding
for a training program
meant to help counsel-
ors work with transgen-
der people.

The complaint was
fi�led with the Mid-Val-

ley Behavioral Care Network by Jackie
Haddon, a member of the network’s
board and director of Valley Mental
Health, a Salem clinic that provides
counseling for those insured through
the Oregon Health Plan and Medicare.

Haddon’s complaint cited Willis’
move to cancel funding used to train
counselors to work with transgender
clients and those considering gender
reassignment at the May 21 meeting of
the Mid-Valley Behavioral Care Net-
work.

Her complaint asks that Willis, who
was appointed to the network’s board
in January after taking offi�ce as Mar-
ion County commissioner, be removed
from his position on the board. Willis’
motion was supported by fellow board
member and commissioner Sam Bren-
tano.

“I am extremely concerned about
the likelihood that the commissioner
will act on his personal beliefs in a con-
tinued attempt to obstruct initiatives
and programs that serve protected
populations,” Haddon said. 

In an interview with the Statesman
Journal, Willis said his motion to elim-

Complaint
fi�led against
Willis on
transgender
program
Bill Poehler
Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

Willis

See WILLIS, Page 4A

Myers will retire from the position
June 30 to take a position with the Ore-
gon State Sheriff�’s Association. He was
elected to his third four-year term in
January and announced his impending
retirement days later.

Kast said he will run for the position
in the next election and said he already
has a campaign manager. 

The person who wins that election
will serve a four-year term.

Kast and Josh Brooks, a lieutenant
with the Oregon State Police Depart-

The Marion County Commissioners
agreed Thursday to hire Joe Kast as
Marion County Sheriff� to replace the re-
tiring Jason Myers.

They will make the appointment of
Kast, currently a commander in the
Marion County Sheriff�’s offi�ce, offi�cial
at the June 26 commissioner’s meeting,
and he will start the position July 1.

Kast will serve in the sheriff� position
through 2020, when it will go up for

election.
“People have huge re-

spect for him,” Marion
County Commissioner
Kevin Cameron said. “I
think Commander Kast
would hit the ground run-
ning.”

Kast has been with the Marion Coun-
ty Sheriff�’s Offi�ce for 23 years in fi�ve dif-
ferent positions and previously spent
three years with the Bibb County Sher-
iff�’s Offi�ce in Georgia.

The Marion County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce
serves a population of 344,035, includ-

ing 98,931 in rural areas or unincorpo-
rated cities, and contracts with the cit-
ies of Aurora, Jeff�erson, Sublimity and
Chemawa Indian School.

The department covers 1,182 square
miles with an annual budget of $71.5
million and 357 full-time equivalent
employees.

The Marion County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce is
one of seven departments in the county
headed by elected offi�cials.

“I’m really looking forward to it,” Kast
said. “I’m looking forward to working
with everyone in the offi�ce doing the
good things we’ve been doing.”

Bill Poehler
Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

Kast 

See KAST, Page 4A

Joe Kast selected as next Marion County sheriff�
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second and third chances and legisla-
tors’ responsibility to protect Oregon’s
children.

The bill passed by one vote with the
needed bipartisan support.

Courtney said that during Winters’
time in the Senate, Democrats couldn’t
understand why she didn’t vote with
them more often, and Republicans were
mad she voted with them as often as she
did.

“The problem is, Jackie didn’t vote
for the Democrats and against the Re-
publicans, or for Republicans and
against Democrats — Jackie voted as
Jackie voted,” Courtney said, to loud ap-
plause.

When the session is over in a matter
of weeks, the last few months will be an-
alyzed by pundits, politicos and the
press, Courtney said. Some will say that
Oregon was moved in the right direc-
tion, other will strongly believe the op-
posite. 

“For me, the 80th Legislative Assem-
bly will be the session that Sen. Jacque-
line Frances Winters said goodbye to
Oregon, my Oregon,” he said.

Jackie remembered by political
leaders

Former Senate Republican Leader
Ted Ferrioli said Winters “wore herself
away in service to others.”

Anyone who needed comfort or
counsel, as Ferrioli said he often did,
could go to Winters and be met with
love. Sometimes it was caring and nur-
turing, sometimes it was tough and
sharp.

“Jackie always urged us to be our bet-
ter selves, not by rising to the occasion,
which we all can sometimes do, but as
she did, by residing in that place of pow-
er where what we think and say and do
helps others to rise,” Ferrioli said.

Winters replaced Ferrioli as Senate
Republican Leader in November 2017,
becoming the fi�rst black caucus leader
in state history. She stepped down from
the position ahead of the 2019 session.

Re-elected last November, Winters
was the longest-serving African Amer-
ican legislator in Oregon history, fi�rst
elected to the Oregon House of Repre-
sentatives in 1998 and then to the Sen-
ate in 2002.

She was the fi�rst African American to
ever serve in the Legislature as a Repub-
lican.

A colleague of Winters’ in the Senate

for six years, Gov. Kate Brown was one of
several who said Winters, by her mere
presence, made the people around her
better.

“When I think of Sen. Winters, I don’t
think of her history, I think of her per-
sonality. Sen. Winters had a calm about
her, and a deeply admirable gentleness,”
Brown said. “When confl�ict arose in the
building, she was able to counteract any
rising animosity purely through the
force of her personality.”

Brown said she was always working
on behalf of her constituents, never
self-serving, and would reach for com-
promise when she could. When she
couldn’t budge, she would let you know
that, too.

She refused to let discrimination
block her path, Brown said, and no ob-
stacle was too big.

“Whenever she was faced with a
roadblock, she gracefully dismantled
it,” Brown said. “The results she
achieved are a monument to that.”

Sen. Brian Boquist, R-Dallas, said his
background gave him a diff�erent per-
spective on Winters.

While Winters did well to gracefully
cultivate an image of being “the gentle
lady from the capital city” — as she was
referred to on the Senate fl�oor — behind
closed doors she was determined as
anyone in the building.

“My words are tenacity, persever-
ance, complete and utter confi�dence,
brilliance and an instantaneous instinct
— a sixth sense,” Boquist said.

He said the only other place he had
seen the leadership qualities that Win-
ters possessed was in the most gifted of
military commanders. 

She was born a leader, he said, and
loved a good fi�ght.

“Right now, she’s giving God hell for
everything that’s wrong down here,” Bo-

quist said. 

A curious, strong advocate

While senators gave the hundreds in
attendance a sense of who Winters was
in the Capitol building, those in the au-
dience had stories of her work within
the community. 

Seated in the upper gallery at the re-
quest of Winters’ family was Jayne
Downing, executive director of Salem’s
Center for Hope and Safety.

About 15 years ago, Downing gave
Winters a rare tour of the center’s confi�-
dential shelter for survivors of domestic
violence, sexual assault, stalking and
human traffi�cking. 

The secret shelter was a temporary
home to thousands of children and fam-
ilies over its nearly four decades in exis-
tence. The original shelter closed in 2017
as the center opened a new shelter dou-
ble its size.

Winters spent an hour walking with
Downing through the fi�ve-bedroom
home, asking questions about how the
organization functioned, what the state
funding mechanism looked like, the
ways domestic violence was impacting
the Salem community, and how people
came to stay at the shelter.

Downing recalled that Winters was
respectful of the privacy of the guests
who were living there at the time, but
didn’t ignore them as visitors to the cen-
ter had before. She remained curious
and concerned about their well-being.

Afterward, the two spent another
hour in Downing’s car talking about the
program.

“The time that I spent with her there
was some of the most meaningful for
me, and I’ve been doing this for nearly
22 years,” Downing said.

From that evening forward, Downing

said that Winters was one of the cen-
ter’s strongest supporters, from advo-
cating to her Senate colleagues as to the
center’s community impact, to writing
letters on its behalf for grant applica-
tions.

Her advocacy grew to supporting
survivors of domestic violence state-
wide.

She last spoke with Winters earlier
this year.

“She just never lost that passion for
saying: How are we going to make the
community better?” Downing said. “She
did a lot of things behind the scenes just
because she understood.”

Formidable fi�gure, caring for
others

The fi�rst time she was going to meet
Winters a decade ago, Shaney Starr was
anxious.

The now-executive director of CASA
of Marion County had built Winters up
in her mind into an intimidating fi�gure,
and was intimidated, self-conscious
and a nervous wreck.

But the person Starr met that day,
while unarguably a formidable politi-
cian, was “the most lovely and gracious
woman.”

As they continued to work together
over the years, Starr said Winters al-
ways cared about her as a person, ask-
ing about what was new in her life and
how her family was doing.

That care went hand-in-hand with
her advocacy on behalf of the CASA re-
build that Starr undertook a few years
ago. The CASA program is a group of
volunteers who work on behalf of
abused or neglected children who need
safe homes.

Starr said Winters’ support was in-
valuable. 

“She was an advocate for her commu-
nity, she was an advocate for kids, and I
feel like she was an advocate for the un-
derdog,” Starr said.

The Salem community is going feel
Winters’ absence for the years to come,
Starr said. Not just her eff�ective and
passionate support for the programs
that helped people in her district and
across the state, but the kindness, gra-
ciousness and love she had for her com-
munity.

“Our community has lost one of the
biggest champions that we had,” Starr
said. “I hope and pray that we realize
what we had in her, and I think we’re
really going to miss it.”

Contact Connor Radnovich at crad-
novich@statesmanjournal.com or 503-
399-6864, or follow him on Twitter at
@CDRadnovich

Winters
Continued from Page 1A

Attendees fi�ll the Senate chambers during a celebration of life for the late Sen.
Jackie Winters at the Oregon State Capitol in Salem on Thursday.
MICHAELA ROMÁN/STATESMAN JOURNAL
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