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It’s entirely possible that Salem residents are not
ready to trust the National Weather Service again.

Twice during the last week, capital city inhabit-
ants have looked out their window with the expec-
tation of seeing their town frosted white.

And twice, those hoping for a snow day have
been disappointed, most notably on Tuesday, when
a forecast for 2 to 5 inches brought little more than
wet pavement.

“I totally understand those feelings,” National
Weather Service meteorologist David Bishop said.
“It’s the inherent nature of predicting the weather
— often it changes. We try to keep people as up to

date as possible, but it’s really like trying to hit a
moving target.”

Bishop and the NWS meteorologists were unde-
terred Wednesday, once again predicting snowfall
in Salem. They forecast 1 to 2 inches overnight, but
Bishop stressed that there’s plenty of uncertainty. 

Despite disappointments, city
could finally see precipitation

Kids play in the snow on Mount Tabor in southeast Portland on Tuesday. AP PHOTOS

How did Salem
miss out on snow?
Zach Urness Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

A snowman joins the downtown skyline in Portland on Wednesday after an overnight snowstorm
dumped several inches of snow on Oregon’s largest city. Schools throughout Oregon and southwest
Washington closed after the storm dumped 2-6 inches of snow on many cities. 

A forecast for 2 to 5 inches
brought little more than
wet pavement.

See SNOW, Page 3A

“America’s pastor” the Rev. Billy Graham,
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Silverton beats Central, draws even in
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Some plea bargains presented to de-
fendants deprive them of fundamental
rights, say Oregon lawmakers who
moved on Wednesday to make them
fairer.

Defendants are sometimes even
asked to give up habeas corpus — a
right, dating back centuries, under
which defendants face their accusers in
court, according to testimony presented
to the House judiciary committee.

Kirk Wintermute, an attorney from

Astoria, cited a practice of authorities
requiring defendants in misdemeanor
cases to waive that right to appear at
trial if they miss a court date. These
waivers are coercive because they’re
sought as a condition of release from jail
or to stay out of jail, Wintermute said.

If the defense attorney doesn’t know
why his client is absent or hasn’t had
contact, the attorney is required to with-
draw from the case, Wintermute said. 

A trial then proceeds with no one at 

Lawmakers work on plea bargain fairness
Andrew Selsky ASSOCIATED PRESS

See PLEA BARGAINS, Page 3A

A bill designed to separate Oregon’s
tax code from a new federal tax provi-
sion has met opposition on all sides in
the past week with a displeased Dem-
ocratic governor and a Republican
senator threatening a lawsuit.

Senate President Peter Courtney, D-
Salem, said Gov. Kate Brown told him
during a meeting in his office Wednes-
day that she still wants more work
done on the bill. This would be a
warming to the legislation relative to
her position last week when, Courtney
said she told him she wouldn’t sign the
legislation as it was first constructed.

“She made it very clear to me that
she would have vetoed that bill,”
Courtney said. “This one, she still has
some concerns.”

A spokesperson for Brown con-
firmed she is unhappy with the current
legislation. Additional calls and emails
for details were not returned. Brown
has only vetoed two bills since she
came into office three years ago.

Sen. Mark Hass, D-Beaverton, said
too many outside people injecting
ideas into the process has been the
problem from the beginning. 

“We’ve got 10,000 backseat driv-
ers,” the chairman of the Senate Fi-
nance and Revenue Committee said.

The main provision of the current
bill would disconnect Oregon from a
federal tax policy granting pass-
through entities — small businesses,
including S corporations and LLCs — a
deduction of 20 percent off business
income.

According to analysis by the Legis-
lative Revenue Office, if the pass-
through provision was allowed to re-
main, it would cost the state about
$270 million in revenue this biennium.
Senate Bill 1528, as originally written,
had provisions that would have cut the
state’s losses to about $120 million.

The current version would amount
to a “clean” disconnect — simply sep-
arating Oregon from the federal law —
and would be revenue neutral.

But Republicans say removing that
provision is actually a tax increase of
20 percent on those pass-through en-
tities. 

Democrats say it’s not, the bill
would just remove a federal tax deduc-
tion that Oregon businesses have nev-
er taken advantage of before.

State economist Mark McMullen
said it sounds like the Republicans and
Democrats are intentionally arguing 

Tax bill
facing
lawsuit
threat
Brown ‘has some
concerns’ with it
Connor Radnovich
Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

See TAX BILL, Page 3A
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“It’s looking like Salem
is right on the border of
whether it’s going to be
snow or rain,” he said. “It
depends on where the
system comes in from the
coast. This one is coming
in right between Astoria
and Tillamook, putting
Salem at almost a 50-50
chance for snow.”

If that sounds famil-
iar, it is.

During both of the
previous storms, Port-
land got a nice dump
while Salem missed out. 

Longtime residents
have talked about there
being a “transition zone”
between Portland and
Salem where snow
seems to always turn to
rain.

Bishop said there is
some truth to that no-
tion, but not in every

case.
“Each system is

unique, and it honestly
depends more on where
it enters from the coast,”
he said. “There are too
many factors at work to
pin it to one spot or just
one thing.”

So what happened
on Tuesday?

The most confounding
miss by the weather ser-
vice was Tuesday, when
forecasters began the day
predicting 2 to 5 inches,
or perhaps even more.
They were still expecting
heavy snowfall late
Tuesday night.

Sure enough, the
storm dropped between
2 and 8 inches in the
Portland area and then
began moving south. The
NWS Twitter account
proclaimed at 8:16 p.m.:
“Those of you in the Mid-
Valley: snow will still be
heading your way!”

can be reached at zur
ness@StatesmanJour
nal.com or (503) 399-
6801. Find him on Twitter
at @ZachsORoutdoors.

An hour later, the
snow still hadn’t shown
up.

“Rain will change to
snow shortly after the
north winds begin. Wind
shift moving through Sa-
lem now,” said a NWS
tweet at 9:45 p.m. 

But the switch to cool-
er air never happened,
said Bishop, leaving all
the precipitation to fall as
rain.

As the storm moved
past Salem, NWS fore-
casters seemed almost
flummoxed.

“We are still scratch-
ing our heads a bit why it
took so long for Salem,”
NWS tweeted at 11:18 p.m.

Zach Urness, who
swore he would never
again be hurt by the Na-
tional Weather Service
yet comes back every
time when they predict
snow, has been an out-
doors writer, photogra-
pher and videographer in
Oregon for 10 years. He

Snow
Continued from Page 1A

the defense table, with a guilty verdict being inevita-
ble, Wintermute told the committee in a letter.

“Once the court’s warrant is served a defendant is
brought back to court for a sentencing hearing, but
does not have the opportunity to face his accusers in
court, cross examine witnesses, or present a de-
fense,” the lawyer said.

In an example of a plea agreement presented to the
committee by House Majority Leader Jennifer Wil-
liamson, prosecutors in Portland offered to drop two
of four charges against a woman, but only if she
agreed to waive her rights to due process, to challenge
the conviction if exculpatory evidence was later
found, to challenge a sentence as unconstitutionally
cruel and unusual, and the right to file a writ of habe-
as corpus.

“I believe it is our job as legislators and policy mak-
ers to ensure we safeguard individual liberties and
protect the basic rights of all our citizens,” said Wil-
liamson, the chief sponsor of the bill.

The House unanimously passed the bill on
Wednesday, sending it to the Senate.

It was endorsed by the American Civil Liberties
Union and opposed by the Oregon District Attorneys
Association.

Plea bargains
Continued from Page 1A

past each other — the former is looking at changes to
current law, while the latter is comparing proposed
provisions to the law from when Oregonians last filed
taxes. 

“It depends on perspective,” he said. “In a way,
they’re both right.”

At the Senate Finance and Revenue Committee
hearing on Tuesday, Sen. Brian Boquist, R-Dallas,
said he would file a lawsuit against the bill if it goes
through in its current form.

He reiterated that Wednesday, saying it’s the best
opportunity he’s seen to bring a bill to the Supreme
Court and finally get an answer on what a “bill for rais-
ing revenue” really means.

Bills that raise revenue in Oregon are required to
pass both houses by a three-fifths majority, but there
is often disagreement on what constitutes “raising
revenue.”

Boquist said he thinks it’s unlikely the bill will get
those votes, opening up the opportunity for a chal-
lenge.

“This is the perfect case for a court decision,” he
said.

While he isn’t a member of that committee, Court-
ney was present Tuesday because Sen. Chuck Riley,
D-Hillsboro, was out (he was back in the Senate
Wednesday) and the Democrats needed his vote to
move it to the floor of the Senate. 

Normally in that finance committee, under those
circumstances — when it’s clear a party has the votes
to move a piece of legislation but a member is absent
— the other party will give them a “courtesy vote” to
move the bill along.

That didn’t happen Tuesday because of vice-chair-
man Boquist’s lawsuit plan.

It’s also illustrative of the rare friction present
among members of the finance committee.

Boquist said this is the first time in his years in the
Senate that the committee has been unable to find a
way to work across the aisle. 

Even if they ultimately disagree on the bill or pro-
posed solutions, at least both sides know what the
other is thinking.

“Something is up here,” he said. “I’m puzzled.”
Contact the reporter at cradnovich@statesman

journal.com or 503-399-6864, or follow him on Twit-
ter at @CDRadnovich.

Tax bill
Continued from Page 1A

MEDFORD – Two months ago, while Sharon Laus-
mann rested following a medical procedure, carbon
monoxide crept silently through her home.

The source, she learned later, was her oven, which
she’d cracked open to vent a burning roast. Unbek-
nownst to her, the appliance had malfunctioned and
was allowing the odorless, colorless gas to spread
throughout her house.

Her carbon monoxide detector began to sound. Then
she heard the phone ring and answered it. 

A representative from ADT Security was on the oth-
er end.

“We’re receiving a carbon monoxide alarm. Is every-
thing OK?” Phyllis Clark asked on a recording of the call
provided to the Mail Tribune.

“Carbon monoxide?” Lausmann asked.
“Yes.”
“Oh, wow. Everything’s fine. I’m cooking. Would that

make it go off?”
“That should not make it go off,” Clark said.
After some coaxing, Clark got Lausmann to agree to

go outside with her pets, then called 911. Soon after,
Medford Fire-Rescue arrived at Lausmann’s front door.

“I could have died from this. I didn’t smell anything. I
smelled nothing except for my burnt roast. The remain-
ders of my burnt roast,” Lausmann said in a telephone
interview. “Ten more minutes, and I would have been
toast.”

Fire officials said they want to encourage area resi-
dents to purchase carbon monoxide detectors and be
aware of the dangers the deadly gas poses.

“You can’t see it, you can’t smell it,” said Medford
Fire-Rescue Deputy Chief Justin Bates. “It’s really that
invisible killer.”

Firefighters took carbon monoxide readings inside
Lausmann’s east Medford house and the readings were
through the roof: anywhere from 70 to 80 parts per mil-
lion.

“Anything over about 35 parts per million for us is
considered dangerous,” Bates said.

Firefighters ruled out the home’s heating system and
other appliances as the source, and found it was com-
ing from the malfunctioning oven. Crews used a large
electric fan to clear out the gas.

“For the longest time, up until about a week ago, I
wouldn’t use my oven,” Lausmann said, adding she
now makes nightly checks on the appliance to make
sure it’s off.

At least 430 people die in the U.S. annually because
of carbon monoxide poisoning, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention. The gas also
sends about 50,000 people to the emergency room ev-
ery year.

“We see it this time of year most often, and in colder
climates,” said ADT spokesman Bob Tucker.

Symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning include
headache, dizziness, weakness, nausea, vomiting,
chest pain and confusion.

Alarm saves woman from
odorless carbon monoxide
Ryan Pfeil Mail Tribune

Oregon day care provider admits
to leaving children to go tanning

BEND – An Oregon day care provider who aban-
doned children to visit a tanning salon has accepted a
plea agreement.

The Bulletin newspaper reports that January
Neatherlin of Bend pleaded guilty Wednesday to 11
counts of first-degree criminal mistreatment and a
single count of third-degree assault. She will be sen-
tenced in March.

Prosecutors are recommending a 35-year prison
sentence.

The 32-year-old was arrested nearly a year ago af-
ter police found seven children younger than 5 left un-
attended at her illegal day care center. 

Authorities said she forced the children to take
medicine to induce sleep before heading to the tan-
ning salon.

The other counts of criminal mistreatment are for
previous incidents with children.

Neatherlin has prior felony identity-theft convic-
tions under the names January Livsey and January
Brooks.

Body of missing Oregon man
discovered in the Rogue River

GRANTS PASS – A body found by a rafter in the
Rogue River has been identified as that of a camper

reported missing Jan. 12.
Oregon State Police say Ryne Nace’s last known lo-

cation was at a campsite near a boat ramp in Jose-
phine County — four miles upriver from where his
body was found last week.

An autopsy was performed Wednesday. Details
have not been released, but police do not suspect foul
play.

Nace was 27 years old and from Josephine County.

Roads icy, schools closed after 
Pacific Northwest snowstorm

PORTLAND – Major highways in the Portland met-
ro area are passable after a storm that dropped 3 inch-
es of snow on Oregon’s largest city.

But many roads, particularly those in neighbor-
hoods, remain icy after a night in which temperatures
dipped into the 20s. Many drivers decided not to take
any chances, with traffic lighter than usual during the
Wednesday morning commute.

Though there have been spinouts, no major crash-
es have been reported.

School districts throughout Oregon and southwest
Washington canceled or delayed classes Wednesday.
Many government offices are opening late.

Wednesday’s forecast calls for mostly clear skies
with above-freezing temperatures in the afternoon.
There is a chance of light snow in the evening.

— Wire services
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